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Mr. Tn;t Also Tries His Hand

From the White Ilouse comes au-
thoritative information that Mr. Taft,
at the request of the President, has
cabled four important amendments to
the so-called covenant of the league of
nations. The President is not formally
committed {o their acceptance, but it is
understood that he approves of them in

principle,

Thus ends one chapter. When
President, bearing the sucred
ment, made his hurried return, speaking
at Boston and discussing a public ques-
tion at a private dinner, the document
was presented as practically unamend-
able—to be humbly received as written,
When Senators criticised, the President
flew into something akin to a rage. The
constitutional convention, he held, had
met and adjourned. Ile attacked his
critics as blind and visionless. He
openly threatened so to intertwine his
project with the peace treaty proper as
to make separate consideration impos-
sible.

A change of mind is now revealed,
Mr, Taft's advice is asked for, and Mr.
Taft responda by forwarding amend-
ments in many respects identical with
the The
Monroe Doetrine is to be recognized;

the
instru-

Lodge-ITughes amendments.
domestic matters are to be left, as now,
within national jurisdiction; in the ex-
ecutive council there must be unanimity
to pass anything; the agreement, so far
as there is one, is to he limited in time,
perhaps, to ten years, with a provision
for witndrawal.

The Taft amendments arve thus in
substance the Lodge-Hupghes amend-
ments. There is a surface differcnce as
to Article X, which freezes the status
qito of the world by mutual guarantees
of territorial integrity; but the differ-
If
unanimity must precede action, if any
delegate can prevent the doing of any-
thing by voting “No,” the guarantes is
barren. Afy nation would, of course,
vote in the negative if disciplinary ac-
tion against it were proposed, and then
there would ke no discipline.

ence i3 nominal rather than aclual.

|

Moreover, in connection with Article |

X, Mp. Taft has developed the extraor-
dinary doctrine that the covenant cre-
ates no legal or moral obligation to
act, dn any particular case should this
country refuse to proceed me breach of
faith would oceur, for it was to be pre-
sumed that all other nations took notice
of the limitations of our Constitution,
and thus knew in advance that we had
pledged ourselves to nothing. This
obviously reduces Article X, as well as
the remainder of the covenant, to a
nullity, with an obligation not even
Pickwickian., It is as if a man, having
agreed to pay a dellar, should say when
a demand came: “My dear fellow, vou

knew I did not have a dollar; hence no |

duty rests on me to pay.”

Mr. Taft, the excellence of whose in-
tentions is commonly admitted, but
_wl'maa habit to mix himself up is a
tevere trial to his admirers, is the head

of a Leagus to Enforce Peace; not to |

recommend peace, or to talk of Its
beauties or to act in concert if such
is pleasing when war threatens, hut to
enforce it. His platform demands an
international
justiciable questions, with a constable to
enforce its judgments; an international
parliament to enact international laws
and to provide means to compel their
acceptance, and an international ex.
ecutive, with a police force army at its
‘wommand, able to require obedience to
Hdgments and laws.

No man has more earneetly said these
things were the minima of a league of
Jpeace worth the name. No man has
.bee“ more emphatic in declaring that
harm, rather than good, would he done
by accepting o sham league. No man
~ has more candidly recognized that the

Very nature of the peace problem ve-

- fuired a setling up of a4 superstate, with

# Jurisdiction neeessarily subtracting

from national sovereignty. Now Mr,
. 'l."__sft, making a gomersault, not only
- Shrows the weight o hissinfluence for

)

/

supreme court to decide |

a sham, but takes a willing part in an
effort in stripping the so-called covenant
of any shreds of power that it contains.

A Benign Blizzard

It was not a wholly ill wind, after all,
that unexpected March gale, for it blew
clean away and out of existence several
of the Coney Island balloons with which
gome ingenious mind saw fit to decorate
our Victory Avenue. We should like to
comprehend this Luna Park note in a
great tribute to living and dead heroes.
It pervades more than one spot. At
Fifty-ninth Street there i3 a lovely

what cargoes the ships are to bring back,
for ships with one-way cargoes cannot
compete with ships having cargoes hoth
ways. A corollary of exporting is im-
porting, Yet the discussion is commonly
on the assumption that we are to sell
and not to buy. To have an eflicient and
profitabla merchant marine a consider-
able change must occur in prevailing
American views, Here is a prohlem Con-

| gress must eonsider when deciding about

Christmas tree piece, a sort of irides- |

cent candy arch, flanked by some mys-
terious and very awful camouflage, At
tha Library one is reminded not so

much of Coney Island as of the derora- |

tions in the cosey corner of any college
boy's den. At Madison Square such
vista from the south as the huildings
permitted is blotted out in large part
by the aforesaid balloons, or was so
blotted out.

We had supposed that vietory upon
such a seale and at such a cost was a
thing of dignity and some solemnity.
But the designers of these decorations
evidently thought otherwise. The col-
umns lining the approach to the Victory
Arch are topped with plaster aeroplancs,
and what not. And above all arve, or
were, the balloons, vound and gay and
impudent. For the circus all this weuld
have been perfect. For relurning hieroes,
headed by the caisson for their dead
comrades, it would have been hard to
construct a more inappropriate blunder.

Let the wind do its work and Jet
common sense complete the campaign!
More power to the blizzard!

™ The Soldier Pieferential

A protest filed by D, Manning and
Major Thacher in behall of the lome
Auxiliary of the 77th Division hrings
out the diseriminating features of the
proposed soldiers’ preference constitu-
tional amendment.

To Spanish War veterans the prefer-
ence is confined to those whao enlisted
from New York. Former soldiers of
this class are thus protected from com-
petition of incomers. Their nrivilega is
“unwanted” and its value enhanced.
But the preference to World War vet-
erans is not confined to those enlisted
from New York. Any World War vet-
cran coming to New York is to have
a priority right equal to that of those
who were of New York when they en-
listed.

The discrimination is obviously one to
be removed. Those who put their lives

| in jeopardy in war should look alike to

the lawmakers. If there i3 reason in
one instance for confining preference to
those entering service {rom New York
ithere is reason in the other. The World
War veterans, indeed, have a speeial
claim, in view of the fact that a large

a shipping policy, and its decision will
have a marked effect on the willingness
to buy ships,

e ]

The Serajevo Mystery
Count Czernin's gecret correspond-
ence, soon to he published in Fnglish by
the Committee on Public Information,
will probably throw some light on the

| mystery of the Serajevo assassination.
An Austrian priest wrote a pamphlet |

part of them were conscripted—were |

not allowed to consider other obligations

when a knock came on their door,

The issue raised by Dr. Manning and
Major Thacher has, of ecourse, no direct
bearing on  the larger question
whether there should be preference for
any. The civil service organizations,
Liolding coldly to the principle that the
relation between a state andits employes
is cconomic, and that one party huys
and the other sells specific service, are
naturally averse to any preference to
any one on any ground,
without justification is the human feel-
ing that the public service can ba in-
cidentally used to employ and to honor
the publie’s protectors.

Few private employers, in fact, act
solely aceording to the dictates of solfish-
ness, saying so much pay for so much
work, The man who has dared all would
seem to bo entitled to have the henefits
of choice if the balunee hangs level. Tt
15 inconsistent to tell private cmployers;
to rememher the soldier, and then say
that the public as an employer should
in no way favor him. The government
25 a business agency may well be as

human as busginess itsclf.
e e

Private Ownership of Ships

Chairman Hurley of the Shipping
Board is another who has studied gov-
ernment ownership, not as it ought to be,
or might be if dreams were true, but as
it is. The result is a square declaration
by him for the sale of the great mer-
chant marine fleet which the exipencies
of war hLave led the publie {0 create and
its operation by coarse and selfish profit
seckers—by that wicked and abandoned

of |

But not wholly |

element of whom it seends improper to |

zpeak except in words of detestatign,

The managers of most services sara
averse to the overthrow of the system
with which they are identified. They are
jealous of any lessening of their juris-
diction, This is the bureaucratic hias,
But Mr, McAdoo found a year alone
with the railroads quite enough and
sought the hectic “movie” industry for
quiet, Mr. Hurley discovers that cigh-
teen months with government ships suf-
fice him and prefers the noise of Chi-
cago. Even Lenine, at last accounts, was
trying to snare the bourgedisie and in-
duce them to relieve him of responsibil-
ity for Russian railroads and factories.

Mr. Hurley would sell the 16,000,000
tons of shipping the government has or
has contracted for, on the Lasis of 25
Fer cent of the purchase price on deliv-
try and 5 per cent interest on the de-
ferred payments. Of the interest money
4 per cent is to recoup the Treasury for
its bond obligation and the remaining 1
per cent converted into an emergency
fund to meet deficits on routes not
quickly paying but much needed,

The contention that America cannot
tompete in ship construetion Mr. Huvley
seems to dispose +f, Likewise the urgn-
ment that eur shipmasters cannot oper-
ate because of higher labor costs. But
thero remains the biggex question of

the other day charging that the murder
of the Archduke Franeis 'erdinand and

Ll
|

his Czech wife was the result of a plot |

Latched by ropresentalives of the war
party in Austria and Hungary., It is

announced that the Czernin documents |

furpish mo positive proof of the exist-
enee of such a conspiracy. But they are
said to be full of details indicaling a
bitter hostility to the Avchduke on the
part of the Hungavian and German gov-
ernments and the pro-German military
cligque in Vienna.

There was reason for thia enmity.
Francis Ferdinand had become in a sense
a partisan of the Czechs and the South
Slava. He had in mind the creation of
i triple Hapsburg monarchy, A Slay
state was to be erected and admitted
on an equality with Austria and Tlun-
gary. This project earned the heir ap-
parent the hatred of the Hungarian oli-
zarchy, 1t was ohvious that Huneary's
power would be destroved by such o re-
casting of {he empive. The Slavs loathed
the Hungariang cven more than they
loathed the Austrians, And the ereation
of a Slay state would strip Hungary of
Croatia and Slavonia and ler aceess to
the Adriatie. The Mapvars would be-
come o weak minority in the new triple
combination.

Hungary had thercfore turned to Gor-
many for protection. It was an opcn
seerel before the war that the Magyvar
oligarchy wus intriguing with Berlin and
holding out promises of the election of

one of William II's sous as King
of Hungary., IFrancis Ferdinand lknew
of these mnegotiations. IHe distrusted

William I and was openly at odids with
him, just as he was at odds with the
Vienna elique which eontrolled  the
senile Franeis Joseph, He opposed war
with Serbia and {he fomentation of
causes of dispute with the Serbians, e

| abloness

was consequently a most dangerous ob- |

stacle in the path of German policy in

Southern Europe, a policy eagerly SUp= |

ported hy  Austro-Hungurvian
men and statesmen.

It has heen reported that in the spring
of 1914, when Germany was already
planning to precipitate a European war,
Williarm IT gought a personal conferenco
with Francis Ferdinand and tried to win
him ever {o a programime of argression

wilitary

in the Balkans. The Austrian heir ap- '

parent stood firm, Did he therehy sign
his own death warrant?

Following this conference he was per-
sistently urged to visit Berajevo. While
there lio received practically no protee-
tion from the pelice. Two attempts on
his life were made on the sanie day—
theisecond heing) successful. The assus-
sin turned out to be a Resnian Sl
and on evidence which eould easily have
heen fabricated the Vienna government
charged that he was influenced to com-
mit the erimme by anti-Austrian propa-
pandist organizations in Serbin. The
seercey surrounding his tria]l and the
leniency of his sentence exeited aravne
suspicions, The heir apparent and his
wile were confemptucusly and hyvpo-
critivally monried in Vienna and Buda-
peat
seized upen as 1 pretext for humbline
and penalizing Serbia,

The Serajevo assassination haa many
of the earmarks of a Machiavellian con-
spiracy. It subtly served {he PULPOSES
af those who wanted to start a world
war., Were they responsible for il ?

No detective story over contained
elements more dramatic in complication.
And mo other murder ever had surh
world-wide and incaleulably tragie con-
sequences.

Cobperative Industry
To the Editor of The Tribune,

e HMaving had experience on the Talor
end from the beneh and michine 1o super
tendeney, and on the eupital end {ram m

Aat=
ager to ownership, 1 have given consuderahlo
thought to the question as to what wiyld
be o fair division of the curnings of o cor-

poration  between labor and capital, and
the following plun gppoala to my sensa of
justice from both pointe of view:

Pay to capital 4 fixed rate of interest and
then divide equally between eapital and labar
excess earnings. Lot eapital protected
by a preferred secumulitive gnid participat-
g shave of stoek, und lubor by
shures of stock.

common
The preferred shures to ba
igsued at par to paying subseribors, the com-
mon shares to be held in"the treasury and
issied 0t par in accordance with carnings
tributary to the common elock., After Tre-
ferred dividends shall have been pald, one-
half of the surplus fund shall be uted for
the porchase of common slock af pur, Trom
the treasvey, amd said stock be pilaced
caerow for the benelit of the w nrking o 1
aition until the eserow stock xhall vepunl in
amount the isswed preferved shaves,  This
cscrawed common stock shall he puid n divi-
dend from the subscquent varnings of the
company, and a like amount in total shall
bo paid to the preferred shares ng nn eXtria
dividend. The dividend on the eserow shares
shallywhen enrned, bo distributed to the lnhor
organization pro ralh on repulnr dividond
dittos, GEORGE W, HOADLEY.
New York, Mareh 24, 1914,

m

Bul their murder was doyously |

1'

That It Has a Senate, for lnstance |

i The Wanhington Pouts
Anyhow, Woodrow and olher Parisiuns
ara lonrning some of the peculinrities of
the United States government,

- ;

The Conning Tower

CALYERLEY'S “ODE TO TOBACCO™

benefit of the Ant!-Clgarstte
Lepgua]
Thou, who when fenrs attack,
Bidst them avaunt, and Bleek
Care, at the horseman’s back
Perching, unseatost;
Bweet when the morm ls gray;
Sweet, when they've cleared nway
Liameh; and at ciote of day
Pussibly sweeteat:

[Printed for the

I hava a liking old

For thes, though manifold

Stories, I know, are tald,

Not Ap thy eredity

How one (or two at most)

Direps make a eat a ghost—

E'seless, exeopt to ronst—
- Dactora have eald it

Huw they who u=e fusces

All grow by slow tdegrecs

Brainieas nu. climpanszecs,
Meagre ns lizards;

Go mad, and beat (heir wives;

Plunge (nfter shoeking ves)

Bazora and earving-lnlves
Into theic gizzarda.

Confound such knavish tricka!
Yet kunow T fve ar wix
Smokera who feoely mix

Still with their neighbors;
Jonea—f(who, I'm glad to eny,
Arked leave of Mpea. J.V—
Diadly shsorbs o elay

After his labora,

Cats may have Liad thely gonsa
Canlied Ly talocea-3
Al why deny il ke
Thouglifully tuken?
We're not talilien ‘pre;

a

smith, tole o frooh cigorl

dunes, the tobrero-jar!
Herr's

ta thee, Bacon'!

Anung the things we never would lhave
Iearned in our youth, o vouth many nfter-
noons of which woard conseerated to “hlow-
i elzarotie for keops,—if it
for eigirettes, wern wliat the
loaked like, the person-
uf Miss Anne Sutherland and Miss

darbeau, the appearance of
Spokane and Proetor Knott, and the faces
of Mike Kelly the ballplayer and Jake Kil-
rain the seruppor,

nichures
hadn't heen

flag of Mewador

Vernonm

THE DIARY OF OUR OWN SAMUEL PEPYS

Marei 26 Last night with A, Samuels to
fear “The Mikado,” and J. De Angelis was
Ko-Ito, and 0. Iurrold Nanki-Poo, and I
thought they diul poorly; snd T liked only
Mistress Gludys Caldwell, hath grace
and n pretty way af saying her words, as
though she knew what they moant; and
even W, Danforth us The Mikado T thought
overdid his effeet of malicionsness, in
which hie hath skill, but which lazeth, me-
seems, dits ceomick ¢foct when too much
With N, Levy the barrister
to lunch, and we talked of the League of
Nations, apd drinking, and of
wounld happen if drank all the mixed
drinks the eards;, und low far we
could po- - peor tury for Lhe talk to take,
Forow deinling beut might come of it, Tao
dinner with my wile, nnd read this evening
YA Bhort History of Discevery,"” by H. W,
van Loon, and he drew the pietures, too;
and it iz for ehildren, but I enjoyed it
mightily, fur mora than Barnes'a “A Short
History of the Tnited States,” that I waa
forced to studs
TR TS

who

ingisted upon,

of what
Wi
1romn

LR Tl

4 in my petrol-waggon with
my wife, aml we went to seo Mary Blaek,
that was handmaiden to us in the old days,
and her Nitle daughter Nuth, To tha of-
fice, whera atl day, and thore {s discussion
abigut the eamp
I think
ug tho Nipo

1t

b a ponid thing to show
¥ of sur way of living. To
ul labiared all evening at my

my. room, &

serivenitie, Rend through T. Untermeyer's
now  hoos, “The New Tra dn American
Poctry fllol with good eriticism  and

much enthusinsm,

28— 1Tp helimes, and to the office, and
watched thoo snow fulling, so faseinating
that T eould not work; and put off doing
my etint until evening, and then did it 1n
a hurry.

Whean the ‘Chicape Tribine gava of Mr.
Wilter Linpmann that ha “remained g
v at home durving a wae whiely was car-
tninly an welese ty heing a wir for infer
nutionalism 14 could be expnoted in this
impoerfect worlil," the thought gecurs ta us
that untrath isoone of the three ore eight
things thut hielp to nmake thoe world imper-
feet, Mr. Lippmann, ib happens, resigned
hin position on the New Republic shortly
after our entry into the war, and remained,
fur from snugly, in Wae liitigton, doing work
tilat tho President, at Jenst, considered iri=
partant.
7
ot

Tn dulys 1918, Cuptain Lippmann,
went o Franes and returned last

Marse Tlenry, in the current instalment
of “Looking Backward,” quotes Haymond as
gaying, “Bot for the love of Mike, don't
whisper it.” Could Raymond, sixty voars
agga, have safd that? Iy the locution as old
ng that? We are usking for info.

“Marvk Twain and 1Y e, Wattersan con-
tinues; “erow un ald wives' tales of
cataten and ditles, which, maybe duo to a
kindred sense of humor in both af s, wa
trented with shocking irroverence I wo
ever doubted that Maree Henry was o
typical Ameriean, thut doubt has vanished,

The t. A alwaya admits he has a SPnan
of humor,

an

The Winter Garments of Repentance

Sirs Speaking of nreennreduess, now that the
war s over, yoil mny be interoyted to learn that
avercouts were dseued last week to the TiUrSes ot
the Army Hoipitel on Eilis Island, We can all
feol wssured that the girls will he well Drotected
npeinat the enows of spring. Besiden, who Ccun

tell what wedather Jine and July muy bring?

G, Loos.

e

President Wilson could =ave eahle tolls
hy eliminating “very” Two of them np-
poar in the ficst sentenea of hig cable of
Mureh 27, -nnel thirs ot in the thied
paragraph,  Our offer still stands of anae
very good cigar {o anybody who cites an
instanee of veory" alrengthening an agd-
Juetive,

15

Opponents Galn On Clemenceau.—Evon-
ing Sun,

Linto last night they had the ball on his
16-yarid  lne, hut 'he waa expecting a
fumhle

The Anti-Ulgurette Lenguo, nedoriling Lo
ane uf it omembers, bs orolling up o tidal
wive of opposition te tobacco.

—

I xolla its own, perhaps, X« By Ay

: I with her.
o opsningt tobaceo; and |

| by Senator Overman.

Our American Bolshevists

Reed’s

Louise Bryant—Self-Made Martyr

Unsuspecting Senators Helped John
Wife Mount

By Stanley Frost

the Pillory

IS8 BRYANT mada a most fetching
M martyr for the Bolshevist uplift

when she appeared befora the Ovaer-
man Committee. She iz pretty; she is =mall,
and loocks helplesa; she haz big, appealing,
violet eyes, and she has a volea that regis-
ters charmingly elther the throaty sob of
auflering under abuse er the shorp ring of
indignant protest.

Bhe is eclever, also. Sha ¢ame to ho a
martyr, and she not only seized and mude
the utmost of every chance that winz offered
her, ‘but she even goaded the Senutors into
helping her rvale - “feeding,” T believe, is the
theatrical term that fita. (f course, Sena-
tors are fair game for any one, and perhaps .
they were particularly easy gamoe for her
kind of attack. They muove and sit hedged
about with honor and deference; how could
they suspect that pretty impudencs and
insouciant contempt were carefully caleu- |
lated to lead them to censorious speech?
They spoke as she desired.

The eause has long needed martyr.
Mooney does very well in Europe, but thore
is ton much suspieion of brutal murder
about him to make a wide uppeal in Aner-
lea. Berkman and Emma Goldman are worn
oul ag martyrs, and besides the eottnbry is |
almost unaniniously against them and all
others who really obstructed us in the war. |
Home one else had to Le found, and

a

wla
cotld he bhetter than a nice, young, protty

womsin? Especially  if  the marctyredom

would not hurt? Misa Bryant did good |
work--tho revolutionary press bz still talk-
ing about the “witeh-burning Oyerman

Commiltce

A Sill: Stockinged Proletarian i

Misa Bryant—sha would esll herself Mra,
John Reed if she used her legal nume
has long been an active parlor Bolshevist.
She wears eilk stoekings, nnd
looks proletarian.  One suspects that
bathes daily. But she spoke and wrote
widely for the cause evon before sho affersd
hersell as its martyr. Shocams before tha
commitice frunkly as a propagandist and
gpuke over the ghoulders of the Senators to |
prospectiva converts beyond,

tne need not doubt her sinecerity or her
idealism, though one may perhaps suspeet
that her loyalty goes to thke cause rather
than tn any abstract reverence for facts,
But, pussing that question, there ean ba
found in her testimony a remarkable pict-
ure of what may be ealled the parlor Dol-
shovist mind,

This is not a mind turning to revelution
and all its horrors because of the smart of
its own intolerable sutferings, but it i3 one
that is quite willing Lo risk thosa horrors
for the suke of {rying on the world its own
pel panacea.  Raymond Robins declared
that this type of mind did not realiy visual-
jza the horrors it waaz invoking, and re-
canted when they appeared. At any rate, |
this type of mind is willing to consider |
revolution—so muech of it na it can goe
small thing to wager on its own wisdom.

Miss Bryant's mind showed first u conli-
dent superiority over all who disagreoed
1 know more about 1t than any
othier witness who has been here, she de-
clared, though sha had left Fussin after
only ton weeks of Bolshevik vula wnd thera
liad been witnesses whe had suffered

in no way |
uhe

$:

yonr
of it nnd came from the inside of Bolahevik
prizondt. "You were not there and [ was™

slig flared up at an enharrassing question
“Breshkovsky ds an
old lady with a glorious past and a pitiful
nresent,” declared when confronted
with the fact that the life-long revolution-
ist disagreed with some of her stutementa,

Misy Bryant haa foith in rovelution sa a
god that can do no wrong. admitted
thut she knew nothing, except from Holshe-
vik ror:art:*., a8 to eonditiona in Ilunsin for
mora than a year. Bubt “that
ghe sald of the eharge that thers are Ger
mana in the eoviets, I knuw,” sha
admitted a minute later, “but T can imagine
it i3 not true’”

she

She

in mnt trus”

don't

The Aesthetic FExecutioner

She denied that Teters, tha Potragrad
exocutioner, is eruel. She wos challenged.
“1 do not know," she admitted. “But [
know Taw he felt about Ie ot
that sort of & mun. He told me =0 himsel
He wis & vory wathotie young mian,'’

“I do not think wyou can
are in Taver of Germany,' shao said at !

1t Wi

say the seviets

another time, “Becausa by &ll logic they
cannot he” Sha deuwfed that the central
soviet forced elections in others. “I know
the principle it is founded on and it does
not permit that!
chanpe the principle.” “It does net work
that way.” “I know the application.”

As to the nationalization of wemen: “I
am sure it is not correct. How could it
he 7

And on atrocities: “The Bolshevik guards
iid not take people out in fifties and shoot
them. They would not, hecause they are
not arganized against the peeple.” This in
the fach of Tchiteherin's admission of kill-
ing 500 in one hatch.

She showed a curious attitude of mind
on suffeving: “Just the ordinary thinga that

| go with eivil war and with fighting,” she

said of atrocities and starvation,

Misa Bryant's opinion of shoes depends
ot who wears them., Sha was eloquent
against the use of force by the Allies in
Russia.  “T demand self-determination for
lussia,” she declared. But she had ne
objeetion {o foreible Bolshevist domination.

| Soviet Force Justifiable

“Ts not the Soviet government attempting
to establish itaclf by force?” Senator Nel-
son #sked. -

“Oh, yes!  All governments do.”

“And by foreo apainst the Russian peepls
whe do not agree with them ™

“Yes, we did that against the King of
Tineland,

“No, they could not |

Defends War Risk
Bureau

To ths Editor of The Tribune, !
Sir: I sympathize with the writer of thy
letter signed “Sergeant” ip to-day's Trip.
une. I don’t blame him for being irritateq,
Perhaps under the circumstances he in ex.
cusable for errors of observation

and of
statement. But his assertion that thy

Bureaun of War Risk Insurance is s largy
building, full of peopls dolng  nothiy
nothing, nothing” so misrepresents the b::
reau and does such injustice to my fellow
workers in the bureau that I cannot let i
£o uncontradicted,

As almost any one of the th
inga in which the “War Risk” i housed
might ba termed large, I Cannot ha syp,
to which one of them he refers. Tt is prob-
sble, however, that his inquiries took himg
to the division of allotments and gllow.
ances, in the New National Museum Hyilg.
ing, in which 2,600 employes of the bureay
work. 1 have worked there for nearly g
year, My duties take me into almost cvory
section of it daily. T spenk from knowledga
when I say that steady, hard work ix the
rule. Piles of work rise on the desks -.5
fest as they ave demolished. Regulationg

irteen baflq.

are rigid. Moments of relaxation ape fow
1 worked for a few weeks last Summer ir;

the Division of Accounts,
said of allotments an
good of accounts.

What 1 have
d allowances Lalds
I have mo Teason to

| think it is not equally true of the whols
bureau,
In the allotments

| mother" to see that n
| and

"Why shouldn’t the rest of the Russian |

people hava

selyes?  Why should the Bolshevists use
foree and dizarm everyhody ?”

“Oh, that is the way revolutiofis are
brought about,"

“Then you helieve in self-determination
nt the point of a gun?”

“All things have to be self-determined
at tha point of a gun?”

Yot she maintained quite ealmly, and
within a few minutes, that the Russians
were not disarmed, that the soviets did not
rule Iy terror and that the wholo mass of
the Russian peeple were backing the ex-
perintent!

Finally Miss Bryant proved herself un-
willing to make & flat statement regarding
her purposes for Amevica, Senator Wolcott
asked whother she had supported the soviet
form of government in her public speeches.
Miss Bryant launched into a diatribe on the
evils

phere: she had found., He repeated the
question.  She explained that the soviat
find been lied about. Again he repeated.

She changed the form of the question: “Da
you mean that T ask to huve a soviet in
America? [ am nob advoeating anything
of the kind. “The Senator gave up on the
first, question and tried to get a real answer
on the one she herself had stated,

can hoys killed in Russin. He tried again.

| She declared that each country should be
allowed to work out its own form of govern-

ment. He repeated. She did not see how
a goviet conld be established here. COnce
mnte ha asked whether she favored soviet
government for America. "I do not think
iowould fit America at the present time,”
she replied, and he gave up.

Established as a Martyr

Just at the close Miss Bryant came back
sididenity to lier martyr pose and made a
divect attack on  the committee, She
charred that it was hearing one side only,
that it was not trying to pet the truth, that
it abused people who took the other side,
though she refused to speeify. This speech
was not spoiled by the fact that the com-
mittee, as= planned, afterward heard othep
It gave a splendid basis
for editortala in the pro-Bolshevist press,
apd Miss Bryant left the stand in triumph,
mrtvr™ fighting for a “martyred cause.”
liets 15 a parfor-Belshevist mind in

the right to express them- |

of prejudice and the hostile #tmogy-

Misa |
Bryant said it was a shame to have Ameri- |

and allowances gf.
vision wa deal primarily with “applica.
tions,” the forms filled aut by the goldiers
when making their allotments of Pay to
their families angd asking for tha EOvern-
ment allowances. Tha Ereater part of (ha
wur.k s necessarily Epecialized. Tt would
be ideal if cach case could have a ‘gng.
o mistakes were mads
that dificultics arising through ne
fault of the bureau wern adjusted spepd-
ily as possible, But thers would be several
tillion godmothers falling aver one anothey
in their efforts, and then there would he &
few things, after all, that would have to
await the attention of an expert awardep
of the adjutant general's offlce or of 8
commanding officer in  France. S0 ona
clerk files a case, another reads u letiep
written about it, a third makes a changa
of address, a fourth gends a form letter on
it, a fifth, perhaps, makes an amended
award or &8 stop payment, a sixth dictatey
a letter, and a seventh examines it 1o geg
that all is dono right. Thousands and,
thousands of such tasks are done con-
scientiously and carrectly every day,

The Bureau of War Risk Insvrance s g
vast and complicated machine. It iy bayond
my province as an employe {o diseuss it
generally, I have the right, however, to tell
the public what I know to be the fuet {hat
criticism implying that cuiployes of the
bureau do not give the government and the
people gpood ret=rn for what they are pald
is 0 libel,

If the publie, including “Sergeant” could *
sea us struggling to give this service among
discomforts and inconveniences manifold
(from which we expect soon to be relieved
by removal to our new building), they
would be slower to write lettars like this
In the winter of 18917-"18 women worked
over the market in a hall so cold that they
wore coats, furs, caps, gloves and overshoes
at their desks. Last summier they worked
in cruel heat, often kept awakn at night by
the heat in rpoma where threa, four and
five were crowded in together. I saw them
now and then frint at the files. Rut they
stuck o their work till they did faint

It becomes mo less to speak of the diffi.
culties or the achievements of the searching
force, but we walk miles a day on'the gtone
floors of the Musoum, and some of us cors
tainly do detective work untangliing
“snarly" cases. We searchers in the sperial
correspondence seetion liave little to make
us. optimiatic. We deal only with cases in
which payments Liave been deluyed or cherky
have gone astray. We carry hurdens of
poverty, illness, death, for seven liours a
day, six days a week, As we trail an elg.
sive applicalion from seclion 0 rection or
read a bunch of doeumernts half sn inch
thick, we mentally picture the woinan, shaw!

in

| on head or baby in arms, turning in disp-

action on a big slage, the mind of oue of |
the leaders of the propaganda, of one of |

those who shriek their demand that they
be chosen guides for blind senators and
ofhers.  Huch 15 the “reasoning” which ia
attempted. But if it does not convinee, be-
Nold! hove i a martyr, and a charming one!
With sympathy and gallantry alike to rein-
fisrea the plen, how ean one inquire too
closely whether it is fair or truthful or
whether the purposes are good either for
America?

Upstate Parents Bitter

Aeavaed of Pe-
Tichkets

The Hylar Comntitlee
lagiing Parade

To the Editor of The Tribune.

N[R: TYesterday New York paid homape
i} tp the heroes of tho 27th Diviaion. Tha
vietory parade must have been an inspira-
tion to every eitizen of thia preat state |
privilezed to witness the finul public ap-
pearance of this glorious military bhody.

As the boys marched up Fifth Avenue 1
imagine some of them felt a prenliar pride |
ug they pagsed the grandstand, for mothoer
and father or gome of the homa folks wers
to see them! But what a disappointment
not only Lo the parents, who alsa paszeed
through the valleys and the shadows in all [
the dark hours of the world conflict, but to
the boys themselves—when they realize, as

they now do, that their parents and the
Home folke were netually robbed of the
privilege of seeing the narade,

Three of our sons are today in the ser-
vice of their eountey —two an the infentey
and one the Red Crosa.  They wero
among the very first to voluntecr, Two of
them went away with the 108th Regimont
of the 27th Division. One s still with the
regiment; the other, having earned a com-
mission, waa transferred to the lat Division
and 4 now with the army of oecupation, |
We are proud of their record and we are

in

glntl that we had theta to give, to dio fop
their countey i necd he,

Tao witness the teiamphant return of the
buys was the one great desire of their
mother. Thera was early promise that the
dosire would ba gratified, fur Ll was ane

nounced on  the sacred honor of the
Mayor's Committea of Mew York that every
soldier would be provided with two tickets
for seats in the reviewing eland set apart
for the parents of the boys of the 27th
Division. There is ne question in my mind
that the tickets were alloited.

But our tickets were received at 2:30
a'elock this afterncon, together with {his
note:

“With the compliments of Mayor Hylan
I am meloging two tickets for tha review-
ing stand for the parade of the 27th
Division.
" Signed GROVER A. WHALEN,

“Secretary.”

Across the face of the tickets in printed
in red ink these significant worde:
will be reserved only until 9.

“Seats
30 a.m."

pointment from the mail hox al the cross
roads or al the tencment liouse door bes
cause that looked-Tor governmont envelops
has not come, We know just what it mesns
to the woman and {o the bahy, and we do
our level best to find out the tronhle and

| to get the check off as quickly as possible

We work just as hard to clear up questions
of checkage, so that men listed for dis-
chargs ean get home,

1t is well both for us and for the pubile
te remember that for every case of delayed
payment thero are Lhundreds of iwa run-
ning smoothly. Tf testimony to this i3
needed it iz found in the frequent plaint
to the bureau: “I don’t see why I don't ged
my allotment when all ihe other womed
round here are getting theirs regular.”

KATHARINE FISHER,
Washington, D. €., March 23, 1910,

The Turkey as a Warrior

| To the Editor of The Tribunc

As the letter bore a postmark dated New |

York, Murch 24, 4 p. m, the public may

judge the real intent of those responsible

for the distribution, JOHN W. BAKER,
Ithaea, N, Y., March 95, 1919,

Mr. Beck and His Enemies
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: | am not an Amevican, but 1 resent
to the depthn thia constant tirade of ahuse

| Badinst James M. Heck, ‘one of America’s

noblest song, standing for the same high
type of Americanism that the great and
lute Colonel Roosevelt stood for, and at tha
same timp ever demonstrating a true, loval
friendship for the Allies across the sea.
May wo continue to honor Mi Beek ax He
s0 viehly deserves, and pot and all
lionors anly speak inoa small why the depth
of our appreciation,

EMILY V. LORRAINE,
New York, Maych 22, 1019, N

Ay

Sir: We note wyour rocent refercrice 10
the saying of Franklin that the turkey and
not the eagle should have been the nntion}!
emblem. Had the turkey been seclected in
the place of the eagle he would have beed
no disgrace, even in a rough and tumble
Some years ago & turkey hen and het
hrood were feeding in a field near ouf
barns, with the big gobbler an the watch
when with a rush a big bald eagle launched
Rimself upon them, While the hen hid the
young turkeys the gobbler faced the musle
Tha eagle came straight for him, Just a8
the eagle closed, the turkey side-steppeds
Agnin and again the eagle swooped, only 18

| find his rush where the turkey had been.

Tha eagle then it and tried mixing i
on the ground. But hers he was outclassed
Ly the superior footwork snd preat strengih
of his gpponent. How a finish fight would
have resulted we do not know, ns, unfortss

|
| nately, one of the men, rushing out fro®

the barn, frightened the eagle away. llhl‘
the gobbler did nat have a scratch on himy
and you might have heard him swear fof
half a mile. He could lick any engle that
ever flew. A true incident, save possibly
the swearing. He did not speak good E"’:
lish, but 1 know that was what le meatis
JOHN RERR
Franklin, N. Y., March 16, 1915
The Finest View

(Fvem The Philadeiphin Publiec Ledper)
No ecenory in the Rhineland ever o8
pared with & close-up view of LF old b




